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Speech and Language Development Center
Receives Grants Totaling $20,000
Buena Park, CA:  Speech and Language Development Center (SLDC) announced today that it has received two grants totaling $20,000 to help fund needed and often unreimbursed services. 

The first grant award came from Verizon. The company has been a funding partner for three years to improve classroom education and teaching resources. The grant will provide two portable SMART Board systems for use in classroom learning activities. These portable classroom assistants give SLDC education professionals another technological teaching tool to help teach special education students. 

SLDC’s second grant, from The Karl Kirchgessner Foundation for $15,000, will support SLDC’s Vision Laboratory. This grant will provide for staff time and some tools and equipment that are used in this service. 

“Of our ancillary programs, the Vision Lab is rated the number one student benefit by the supervisory staff,” said Development Director Ray Bell. “We’re glad we’ve been able to continue to provide this service for our students on our campus.”
Founded in 1955, SLDC is a non-profit school and therapy center, serving nearly 350 children and young adults who have neurologically-based difficulties in language, learning, and/or behavior.  SLDC students have a variety of handicapping conditions, including autism, deaf or hard of hearing, visual impairment, Down syndrome, learning handicap, and emotionally disturbed. 
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In addition to a daily academic program, the Center also provides Speech/Language Therapy, Adaptive Physical Education, Counseling, Audiology, Occupational and Physical Therapy services. Students are referred to the Center by more than 45 school districts in Orange, Los Angeles, San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  The Center is certified by the state Department of Education and licensed by the state Department of Social Services. In April, SLDC was named Program of the Year by the California Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 
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