Seat empty at debate /pacGE 2

A

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER Section editor Kevin Evme:-TM-T‘?&-ri?&E or kbyrne@ocregister.com

Marriott visitors
throw punches

Frank Mickadeit / PAGE 2

MOMNDAY, APRIL 5, 2010

Buena Park teachers Ireland-bound

[rish nonprofit
pays for speech,
language teachers
to INStruct across
the Atlantic.

By MICHAEL MELLD
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGIESTER

BUENA PARK s For the past
decade, Irish families have
made their way to Orange
County to take advantage of
services at the Speech and
Language Development
Center, special education
services that are much
more difficult to find in
their home country.

And with every family
that eame, there were imvi-
tations for the teachers and
therapists from the Buena

Park school to come to Ire-
land to share their knowl-
edge,

That time has now come.
Eleven Speech and Lan-
guage Development Center
staff members will spend
their spring break this
week in Ireland, bringing a
combined 200 vears of ex-
perience. There, they'll in-
struct families of special
needs children about differ-
ent methods of learning,
communication  develop-
ment, nonverbal language,
and behavioral issues.

“For vears, it's been, ‘If
only we could” Bpeech
and Language Develop-
ment Center Principal
Diavam O'Connor said, “and
now we finally can.”

The week wil include
meeting some of the fam-
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Speech and Language Development Center staffers Ma-
lena Clements, left, David Cavanaugh, Gina Prado and
Dawn O'Connor will teach in Ireland this week.

ilies who had come to Bue-
na Park for help in the past.
“SBome of them are com-
ing 300 to 400 miles” to the
serninar, O'Connor said.
An Irish nonprofit, Clare

Crusaders, raised the mon-
ey to bring the center's
teachers to Ireland. Clare
Crusaders was formed in
2005 to help children with
special needs. The organi-

zation runs a clinic in Bare-
field, County Clare, that
provides free therapy to 120
patients.

The group raised the
funds at the urging of Jean
Maguire, who had come to
California to get help for
her son, who has difficulties
with language and auditory
processing.

During an interview with
Ireland's Channel 3 televi-
sion, Maguire explained
why she sought help in Cali-
fornia.

“We were frustrated here
in Ireland with the lack of
services and the direction
we were getting. We knew
there was more we could
do,” Maguire said.

“Obwiously not  ewvery
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Speech and
Language
Development
Center

Location: B699 Holder 5t
Buena Park
Established: 1955
Services: The nonpublic
school and therapy center
offer children and adults
from & months to 21 years
speech and language ther-
apy, counseling, adapted
physical education and
physical therapy. The
school has about 300 stu-
dents from Orange, Los An-
geles, Riverside and 5an
Bernardino counties.
Information: slidc.net
Sounce Speech and Language
Devebapment Canlber



IRELAND: Families learn how to better handle kids’ needs
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Trish family can take off and
go (to Buena Park), so I ap-
proached them about com-
ing to Ireland.”

Parentsand doctors have
been invited to attend this
week’s seminar to learn
how they can better treat
and handle children who
have special neads.

“Tt's a fantastic opportu-
nity for parents, not only
with Clare, but around the
country,” said Ann Morton,
manager of the Clare Cru-
saders Clinic.

Counseling  supervisor
David Cavanaugh said the
trip has been a good oppor-
tunity for the development
center's staff, too.

“We've spent a lot of time
working with one another,
preparing,” he said.

“It's nice for me ... to look

On the Web

Some of the Speech
and Language Devel-
opment Center staff
will blog about their
trip to Ireland at
sldc.net.

Wou can learn about
Clare Crusaders at
clarecrusaders.ie

at the way I teach and be
able to share that,” teacher
Ben Rodriguez said. “Par-
ents are going to benefit
from this.”

There are nearly 2040 in-
structors at the nonprofit
Speech and Language De-
velopment Center, who
worke with 300 students
who come to Buena Park
from Orange, Riverside,

San Bernardino and Los
Angeles counties, Of those,
11 were chosen to go to Ire-
land because their exper-
tise fits well with the needs
of the Irish families.

“It's an honor to have
been chosen that i(the ad-
ministration) felt we had
something that’s important
toshare,” teacher Gretchen
Beynolds said.

Speech therapist Trish
Ffeiffer said she has already
packed her warm gloves to
combat  the brisk Irish
weather. She added that
she is excited to get owver
there and share with fam-
ilies eager to help their chil-
dren.

“It's an exploration in
learning,” she said of the
symposium. “It's a chance
to go over there and be
more effective. We hope
this is just the beginning.”
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Speech and Language Development Center staffers Trish Pfeiffer, left, Gretchen Rey-
nolds and Ben Rodriguez discuss their plans for their workshops in Ireland.



