
SLDC recently was named Program of the Year by the California Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (CSHA). The award, one of the highest honors the
Association bestows, recognizes one outstanding speech-language and/or hearing
program each year that meets CSHA’s defined guidelines for exemplary performance.
SLDC was recognized for its outstanding clinical service, innovative service delivery
models, coordination of its related program services, and use of innovative techniques.

“The Honors Committee found SLDC to have an innovative,
comprehensive and enduring program,” said Diane Collins, president-elect of
CSHA, a professional association for nearly 5,000 California speech-language
pathologists, audiologists, speech-language-hearing scientists, speech-
language pathology assistants and students.

The awards committee cited SLDC’s reverse inclusion classrooms,
transition program for young adults, and such environmental enhancements as
FM sound field systems and barrier-free playgrounds, as just a few examples
of SLDC’s contributions in the field of Communicative Sciences and Disorders.

“Clinical programs such as audiology, counseling, occupational and physical
therapies, and speech language pathology are coordinated to treat the ‘whole’ child,”
said Collins. “This innovative trans-disciplinary approach increases each student’s
opportunity for success.”

The entry application was spearheaded by Speech Department Director
Sara Jones, the daughter of SLDC Co-Founder Aleen Agranowitz. Both mother
and daughter are licensed speech therapists. 

“This truly is welcome news,” said Jones. “To be recognized by our peers
and the CSHA association is a prestigious honor. We are fortunate to have such
great staff.  This (award) is the icing on the cake.”

CSHA is affiliated with the national American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA). SLDC will be honored at the CSHA annual convention to be
held in April 2008 in Monterey, California.
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Baker Foundation 

Announces $25,000 Gift

Frank Scott of the R.C. Baker Foundation
shares a moment of celebration with SLDC
Golf Tournament Chair Dick Gorrie.

Thanks to a generous
$25,000 gift by the Baker
Foundation, SLDC’s 29th Annual
Benefit Golf Tournament raised
$82,000 for the school. The
surprise announcement, which
longtime supporter Frank Scott
made during the awards dinner,
caught golfers and staff
completely off guard. 

“The Baker Foundation
donation turned a good event into
a great event,” said Tournament
Chair Dick Gorrie. “It really made
the difference.”

The gift announcement
was one of several highlights of

“The Honors Committee found SLDC
to have an innovative, comprehensive

and enduring program.”



In only its third year of existence, SLDC’s Coaster Run has earned the
designation as The USA Track and Field 2008 Southern California 5K Road
Championship. In addition, the Coaster Run Committee has added a race for
“elite runners”—USA TF members who can complete the 5K in less than 17:00
minutes (men) or 20:00 minutes (women). 

But what makes the Coaster Run distinctive is that the race committee
has made sure that this family event has something for everyone. In addition to
the 5K elite race, the 10K run and the 5K run/walk, they’ve retained the
popular 1K kids walk through Camp Snoopy. 

The expanded EXPO features displays, samples, and giveaways
from local businesses as well as running-focused companies. Knott’s
Berry Farm once again has offered discount tickets. All participants will
receive a coupon good for half-price entry to Knott’s Berry Farm for up to
four adults. Participants with $100 or more in pledges will receive free
entry to Knott’s. 

The race is the idea of Board Member James Gonzales, who
wanted a spring special event to complement the annual fall Benefit Golf
Tournament (see story on front page.) Serving on his committee this year
are:  Jim Amato, Dave Duckworth, Jennifer Blazey,Mary Herman, David
Cavanaugh, Dawn O’Connor, Michelle Doney, Muff Elstran, Nancy
Egbert, Ray Bell, Santy Agranowitz, Steve Fifield, Jonathan Pauley and
Anneka Sakovitch.

“Community events are a great way to reach out to a new audience,”
said Gonzales. “Our goal is to create a good time for a good cause.” 

The flat and fast course is certified by USA Track & Field. For more
information and registration, call Muff Elstran at SLDC at 714/821-3620 ext. 226.
Online registration is at www.make-u-fit.com and www.active.com.

StairSteps Editor
Muff Elstran

Director of Public Relations
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In December, the Orange
County Business Journal published its
annual list of the top 40 nonprofit
agencies in the county. Speech and
Language Development Center
ranked 12th based on revenue for the
12 months that ended in June 2007.
The ranking placed SLDC higher than
such well-known nonprofits as the Girl
Scouts of Orange County, Habitat for
Humanity of Orange County, Susan
G. Komen Race for the Cure, Braille
Institute and Orangewood Children’s
Foundation. 

“This recognition presents us
with both an opportunity and a
challenge,” said SLDC Board President
Patricia “Trish” Wright. “We now have
the chance to tell our story to business
leaders who may not have heard about
us. Our challenge is to match our
visibility to our accomplishments.”
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On November 8, SLDC had
more than 40 adult “students for the
day” when it sponsored its f irst
Grandparents (and Special Friends)
Day. The purpose of the event was to
give grandparents and others who
serve an important role in a child’s
life, an insight in to their students’ day
at SLDC. 

After a welcome by SLDC
Co-founders Aleen Agranowitz and
Gladys Gleason, guests toured the
campus. They saw the new
Boundless Playgrounds, the
occupational therapy clinic, computer
and fitness labs, and student
classrooms. A Q&A session with
SLDC Program Director/Chief
Operating Officer Dawn O’Connor
followed a delightful lunch.

Grandparents and special
friends who were not able to attend
the event had the chance to send a
special note. It was read to their
student that day to remind them just
how special he/she is. 

3

Grant Total Nears
$60,000 in 

Second Half of 2007

Grant Total Nears
$60,000 in 

Second Half of 2007
Critical Financial Support Allows 
Enrichment Programs to Continue

Grandparents Day 
is Just…Grand!

Grandparents Day 
is Just…Grand!

Guests started the day by gathering in the
Multipurpose Room.

As announced in the last issue of StairSteps, Morning Sky School and
Residential Program closed its doors September 7, 2007. SLDC COO Dawn
O’Connor said that staff ensured that all students had found appropriate
placements in the weeks before that date. The Morning Sky site has been
appraised, and while SLDC has had several interested parties inquire, no
decision had been made on the property as of press time. 

A special graphic was created to initiate the
practice of Grandparents’ and Special Friends Day.

SLDC’s grant-writing efforts paid off during the second half of 2007,
when 10 grants totaling $59,100 were awarded. The financial support will help
underwrite important enrichment programs at the school that often go
unfunded by public school districts. 

The Green Foundation awarded $12,500 in support of the Center’s
Art and Music Program.  The funds will help fund two part-time program
specialists. 

The Bruce Ford and Anne Smith Bundy Foundation gave $7,000 to
help sustain the Center’s Vision Lab.

The Angels Baseball Foundation’s grant of $5,000 will help expand
the Center’s reading instruction capacity and to purchase textbooks.

The Allergan Foundation donated $4,100 toward the Art and Music
Program. This will partially fund a part-time music instructor and provide two
classroom projectors.

The Employees Community Fund of Boeing California awarded a
$4,000 grant to help complete the installation of FM Sound Field Systems in
SLDC classrooms.

The Norris Foundation $5,000 grant will be used for SLDC Staff
Development as will the $5,000 donation from the Wachovia Foundation.
Over the next three years, some 27 teachers and 16 therapists will be able to
attend local special education workshops and conferences.

The Bank of America Charitable Foundation’s $10,000 grant
funded work on the Social Courtyard.

Citi Foundation awarded $3,500 to purchase Smart Carts—movable
carts that contain a computer with DVD/VHS capability, Internet hookup and a
projector.

The TJX Foundation approved a $3,000 request to support SLDC’s
Fast ForWord ® – Literacy Development Program.

SLDC is very grateful to all the donors whose gifts have provided
these programs and services for students. Because staff considers these
programs to be critical to students’ success, SLDC will continue grant-writing
efforts in 2008.

Morning Sky UpdateMorning Sky Update

SLDC Co-founder Aleen Agranowitz addresses the
audience at Grandparents Day as Board Member
Marlene Henry and Development Committee Member
Lillian Maglione coordinate registration details.



this perennial fall classic. There also
was a special presentation to Elden
and Terre Peterson for their continued
support of the event, a moving
dedication by the Hi-Tops to Michael
B., one of their members who had
recently passed away, and a heartfelt
thank-you from committee member
Scott Clarkson. Clarkson said he
hoped to have his son Brooks, an
SLDC student, play in the tournament
next year. 

In addit ion to Gorrie and
Clarkson, Tony Cousimano, Gary
Elder, Louie Giampapa, Elden
Peterson, Howard Platte and Janet
Thomas served on this year’s golf
committee. Many return to help the
tournament year after year. One
member said it was the attendees
who inspired him to participate – not
the other way around.

“The turnout and support for
the kids from contributors, players
and staff alike is just awe-inspiring,”
said Platte. 

SLDC’s Annual Benefit Golf
Tournament will celebrate its 30th
anniversary on October 6, 2008,
returning once again to Alta Vista
Country Club. Mark your calendars!
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For many, the holidays are a traditional time for giving. And
annually, Speech and Language Development Center has been the
recipient of many thoughtful year-end gifts. This year, SLDC got an
unexpected surprise when an anonymous donor offered to match any
first-time donor’s gift up to $5,000. 

“Can you imagine what this means?” asked SLDC’s Director of
Development Ray Bell. “One gift gives us the chance to really make a
difference this year.”  

Bell said the announcement was especially timely. The school
depends on these donations to underwrite unfunded programs. Without
financial support, the school might not be able to offer auditory training,
art and music programs, or a vision lab. These are just a few of the
services that reach out to students in a different way – yet are not
generally reimbursed through public school funding. 

Bell said that donors also should check to see if the company
they work offers a matching gifts program.

“Many do,” said Bell, “and some started theirs because an
employee asked. Check with your human resources department.”

To make a give via cash, check or credit card, contact Bell at
714/821-3620. He also can discuss gifts of appreciated securities or
planned giving opportunities.  

2008 
Annual Campaign 

Gets a Wonderful Gift

2008 
Annual Campaign 

Gets a Wonderful Gift
Anonymous Benefactor Matches 
First-time Donor Contributions

Golf Tournament
continued from front page

“The turnout
and support for

the kids from
contributors,
players and
staff alike

is just
awe-inspiring.”

NIMS Certification: SLDC staff members (from l to r) JoAnn Hill, Harriett Hasson, Dawn O’Connor,
Malena Ugalde and Muff Elstran recently completed National Incident Management System training
sponsored by FEMA and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. SLDC’s Emergency Response Team
(all of those listed above plus Brenda Dickey and Gina Gonzalez) meet every week to organize and
update SLDC’s preparedness efforts; conduct drills; stay informed about local, regional and national
developments; and coordinate with local authorities. 
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View from the west end of the newly completed Social Courtyard on the SLDC campus.

Giving the 
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SLDC Provides Hearing 
Aids to Those in Need

SLDC’s Audiology Department,
in a community partnership with the
Lions Club, has quietly been helping
people in need regain their hearing.
The Lions Club accepts donations of
used hearing aids. It then prescreens
requests based on ability to pay and
refers patients to the Center. SLDC’s
trained audiologist evaluates the
patient’s hearing and custom fits the
refurbished hearing aid. The results
are almost immediate.

“It’s a fantastic program,” said
Gary Plant, whose mother received
her hearing aid through the service.
“Mom is hearing things that she hasn’t
heard in years. You should have seen
her eyes light up when she heard the
chimes on the grandfather clock for
the first time in years. I wish we had
found SLDC years ago.”

“The gift of sound is
precious,” said SLDC Audiologist
Rose-Marie Davis. “Hearing loss is so
gradual most people don’t even
realize it’s diminished. I’m glad we
can help provide this needed service
one patient at a time.”

If you know someone who
might benefit from this service,
contact Lions Club member Bil l
Wewer at 714/533-3029.

“Mom is hearing things
that she hasn’t heard
in years. You should
have seen her eyes
light up when she

heard the chimes on
the grandfather clock

for the first time...”

SLDC’s high school
and transition students returned
to school this fall to discover
that they finally have a place
to call their own—the Social
Courtyard. Thanks to
generous Capital Campaign
supporters, the $205,000 goal
was reached. Now a
landscaped area with benches
and a canopy offers an age-
appropriate setting for lunch
and break time. Donations are
sti l l  being accepted—and
appreciated—for a built-in
barbeque and game tables.  Cover of the DVD created to raise funds for the Social Courtyard.
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In Honor of
Santa Claus

Ronald Bowen
Andrew Thomas

Dick Gorrie
Janet & Gerald Thomas

Marlene Henry
Maricela De Rivera

UnitedHealth Group 
Veronica Orrick

In Memory of
Jeremy Bertz

Laura Spiczka
Michael Bozanich

Nancy & John Gavin
Suzanne Lewis
Veronica Orrick
Janet & Gerald Thomas
Frank & Dorrie Williams
Trish Wright

Dustin Chen
Lisa Lee
Lien Phan

Bill Elzey
Doris Elzey

Lisa McComis
Peggy & Ron Guidry

Kathy Smith
Jay Bokulic
Judy & Peter Clifford
Julie Divola
Lisa Smith

General Donations
A.G.I.  Chris Gautreau
James Amato
Jennifer & John Carroll
Beverly & Manuel Chavira
Coach’s Oats
Vickey & Thomas 

Debrowski
Ferragamo Foundation
Deanna Geist
Keith Hayes
Loren Mark
Orange Empire Sertoma
Janet & Gerald Thomas
Barbara & Don West
Patricia Wright

In-Kind
Gary Elder
Laurie & Brian Garabedian
Leo Paper USA
Dawn & Bill O’Connor
Trisha Pfeiffer
Brigid & David Sherwood
Geeta & Uday Sisodia
Teamsters Local 848
Dorrie & Frank Williams
Patricia Wright

Annual Appeal
Aleen Agranowitz
James Amato
Rosalie Aronson
Peter Attwood
Yaca Attwood
Patricia & Jim Bauman
Mahnaz Behboodikhah, M.D.

Susan & Ray Bell
Theresa & Raymond 

Bernabe
Cayce & Stephen 

Blanchard
Anita & Ben Boorman
Harjinder & Gregory 

Broeking
Jean Burdge
Cathy & Paul Canada
Suzon & Pete Capparelli
Gilja & Glenn Choi
Hari & Rajinder Chopra
Carol Comparsi
Joy Corbett
Lorraine Crawford
Jeanne & Larry Cusack
DBA Joe’s Custom 

Furniture Frames
Carol Joan Donovan
Loretta & Dean Drott
DRYCO INC
Mary Ellen Elliott
Doris Elzey
Myrna & Howard Fabrick
Barbara & Jack Falfas
Shirley & Bob Farley
Janis & Eugene Ferguson
Karol & Steve Fifield
Sara & Basil Frawley
Mara Friedman
Edna & Richard Fukumoto
Ihor Galarnyk
Joyce Garrison
Lottie Gerbert
Helen & William Goodman
Peggy & Ron Guidry
Ilene & Jim Harker
Harker, Guziak & Sage, APC
Marlene Henry
Zenia & Dave Hunter
Joint Council of Teamsters

No. 42
Sara & E.C. Jones
Choya & Henry Juarez
Elizabeth & Dick Juliano
KBC Bank
Rise & Edward Kilburg
Mary & Ronald King
Esther & Rod Kisich
Philomena Kramer
Laborers Local 724
L. Guinevere Leung
Emily & Benjamin Levine
Dr. Franklin & Milka Lowe
Kathy & Mike Maggard
Bonnie & Bill Maingot
Mary & Henry Manriquez
Marlene Mayer
Frances & Otis McCoy
Kathleen McKenna
Jodi Huston & 

Kevin McKenna
Julius Mondello
Multi-Units Brokerage, Inc.
Jo Anne Newman
Dawn & Bill O’Connor
Parke, Guptill & Company, LLP
Bonnie Pendleton
Cathe & Matt Petrasich
Charlotte & Daniel Pinsky

Dennis & P.J. Piszkiewicz
Lucille Pope
Sara Robinson
Susan & Paul Rodriguez
Ann Rogers
Lottie & Paul Rosales
Carolyn & Lois Sanchez
Carol Schaefer
Yvonne Schwab
Gail Schwandner
Elizabeth & Merwyn Smith
Emerson Smith
Dennis Spiro, O.D.,Ph.D.
Jean Steinbeck
Deb & Ron Stevens
Renate & Wilfried Strauss
Jean Stuesser
Tsuneaki & Chieko Tanaka
Janet & Gerald Thomas
Nancy Uruburu
Jerry Waggoner
Sara & Charles Willard
Frank & Dorrie Williams
Maria & Charles Williams
Catherine Wisdom
Dr. James Workman
Patricia & Craig Wright

Golf Tournament
Title Sponsor
Peterson Brothers 

Construction, Inc.

Banquet Sponsor
Glenn Smith

“At the Turn” Sponsor
I.M. Financial, Inc. 

Longest Drive Sponsors
Glacier Design Systems, Inc.
Teamsters Local 572
Teamsters Local 848

Business Sponsors
Hunt Ortmann Palffy
Nieves Lubka 
Darling & Mah, Inc.
Thompson Building 

Materials

Spirit Sponsors
HMC Companies & Nat’l 

Medical Health Card
Retire America
Thomas ACURA
The Wooditch Company

Long Drive Pro Sponsors
Acker-Stone Industries
Mitsubishi, Electric &
Electronics

Ker Plunk Sponsor
Wohlner, Kaplon, Phillips, 

Young & Cutler

Beverage Sponsors
Barr Lumber Company
Enterprise Fleet 

Management
Peter C. Foy & Associates
The Gas Company
Joint Council Teamsters 

No. 42
North County Sertoma Club

Janet Shannon
SKS Die Casting &
Machining, Inc.
Yamaha MotorCorp., USA

Hole Sponsors
Aleen Agranowitz
James F. Amato
American benefit plan 

administrators, inc.
American First Credit Union
Best Western Stovall’s Hotels
Caltime Metals, Inc.
Care Ambulance Service, Inc.
Gladys Gleason    
HCS—Cutler
Hillcrest Construction Co.
Leo Paper USA
Rene Moore
Dennis J. Spiro, O.D., Ph.D
Teamsters Local 542
Teamsters Local 542
Janet & Gerald Thomas  
Andrew Thomas  
White Rhino Promotional 

Solutions
Yamaha Corporation of 

America
Yamaha Motor 

Corporation, USA

Donors
24-Hour Fitness
Aleen Agranowitz
Bemus Landscapes, Inc.
Birch Hills Golf Course
Black Gold Golf Club
Boomers
Caltime Metals, Inc.
Catalina Country Club
Celebrity Tours
Centennial Heritage    

Museum
Cerritos Center for 

Performing Arts
Cheese Cake Factory
Children’s Discovery 

Museum of the Desert

Chu’s Wok Inn
Courtyard by Marriott 

Buena Park/Anaheim
Dave & Buster’s
Disneyland
Don Laughlin’s Riverside
Hotel & Casino Resort
Anaheim Ducks 
Duffy Electric Boats
Gary Elder
Muff Elstran
Doris Elzey & Darnelle Wage
First American
Fort McArthur Museum
Gladys Gleason
Dick Gorrie
Green River Golf Club
Gary Hambright
Harrah’s Laughlin
Elisa Hellesen
JoAnn Hill
Hof’s Hut Restaurant 

& Bakery

Huntington Beach Art Center
Idysys
Joey’s Bar-B-Q
Kiku Restaurant
Killer Entertainment
Kinkos/FedEx
Knott’s Berry Farm
Krikorian Theater
L.M. Scofield Company
La Mirada Theater
Laguna Art Museum
Leo Paper
Elizabeth Lo
Long Beach Playhouse
Los Alamitos Race Course
Los Angeles Zoo
Los Serranos Golf Course
Medieval Times
Mimi’s Café
Mulberry Street
Nationwide
Newport Harbor Nautical 

Museum
Newport Landing
Restaurant & Oyster Bar
Newport Winery
Dawn O’Connor
Orange County 

Museum of Art
Palm Springs Air Museum
Panara Bakery
Debbie & Kerry Peterson
Elden Peterson
Peterson Brothers 

Construction
Adam Pilchman
Mary Lou & Howard Platte
Real Mex Restaurants
Riverview Golf Course
Riviera Hotel & Casino
San Diego Natural History 

Museum
San Diego Zoo
Santa Ana Zoo
Marlene Satin
Six Flags Magic Mountain
Snack Factory, Inc.
Sophia’s Greek Cuisine
Spadra Ristorante
Starbucks 
Stovall’s Inn, Best Western
Teamster Local 848
Teamsters Local 399
The Groundlings
The Ice House
The Sandtrap Restaurant
Janet & Gerald Thomas
Thomas ACURA
John Tolle
Warner Bros.
Western Hills Golf & C.C.
Wholner, Kaplon, Phillips, 

Young & Cutler
Wild Rivers

West Coast 
Radiology Centers  

Golf Tournament
Acorn Paper Products 
Matt Albers 
Allen Mark
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Celebrates Milestone
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Choong H. Baick, M.D.
Tim Behrens 
Timothy Chavez 
Edward Chin, D.P.M. 
Corporate Express 
Wyatt Dodson 
Rosalie V. Douglas.
Martin A. Dupree, III 
Justin Durrer, EMT 
Mike Easton 
Hector J. Fernandez, M.D. 
Don Foss 
Michael J. Gillman, M.D.
Patrick Grimm 
Bruce Hekekia 
Garth  Hogan 
Holcomb & Howe 
Nimish R Kadakia, M.D.
Satoshi Kamada, M.D. 
Dave Karr 
Edward E. Lane 
Tim Lietardt 
Steven Lin, M.D. 
Fred Mading 
Paul M. Mansonhing, M.D. 
Michael J. Marcus, 

D.P.M. 
Medical Realty Advisors 
Matthew Mullarky 
Jacques Palmer 
Alan Rushovich, M.D. 
Sand Canyon Urgent Care 
Joyce Shelton-Holcomb 
Heidi Shelton-Zeran 
Stephen M. Simon 
Mark Stein
Michael L. Swinnerton 
James S. Waldman, M.D.
Scott A. Weddle 

Capital Campaign
James Amato
Phil  Ann
Patricia Bauman
Susan & Ray  Bell
Anita & Ben Boorman
Dinko Bozanich
Joe  Dragich
Steve Fifield
John Gavin
Gavin & Lindquist
Kathleen & Glen Hall
Marlene Henry
Sharon & Dave Holden
Zenia & Dave Hunter
Jodi Huston
Karen Jonas
Lakewood Phillies
Joe Lascola
Lisa Lee
Suzanne Lewis
Lillian Maglione
Kevin McKenna
Sandra & Peter McNabb
John Mikle
Veronica Orrick
Lien Phan
Barbara & James Stovall
The Bank of America 

Foundation
Janet & Gerald Thomas

Don West
Sandy & Tom Willard
Frank & Dorrie Williams
Patricia Wright

Grants
Angels Baseball Foundation
The Employees 

Community Fund of 
Boeing California 

Bruce Ford & Anne Smith
Bundy Foundation
Citi Foundation
Kenneth & Eileen Norris 

Foundation
The Allergan Foundation
The Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
The Green Foundation
The Wachovia Foundation
TJX Foundation

Matching Gift 
Employers

Bank of America
Cedar Point
(Knott’s Berry Farm)

KBC Bank
Mattel, Inc.

StairSteps
Susan & Ray Bell
Elanne Callahan
Retta & Harry Clingempeel
Mary & David Crawford
Don Brandel Plumbing, Inc
Rachael & 

George Freshour
JoAnn Heslin
Donna Howell
Lucy & Steven Hunt
Sara & E.C. Jones
Esther & Rod Kisich
Gloria & George Knowles
Roxana & Mitch Lambdin
Emily & Benjamin Levine
Theresa & John McAlpine
Kathryn & Roger McBride
Frances & Otis McCoy
Betty & Clayton Paynter
Dennis & P.J. Piszkiewicz
Martha & Roman Przybyla
Hector Realivasquez
Vera & Rol& Scheidel
Sean & Richard Sham
Renate & Wilfried Strauss
Jean Stuesser
Pat & Robert Tipton
Edna Zinar

United Way
Donald Chapin
Liz & Jesse Degeytere
Holly Everest
Bill Ford
Tony Hill
David Kenney
Linda & Edward Maglione
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Capital Campaign Event 
Celebrates Milestone

Phase I Donors Honored 
During Champagne Reception

Recently, SLDC Capital Campaign volunteers and staff held a
reception to acknowledge a milestone in its capital campaign, “its all
about the kids!” The event celebrated the completion of its $4.5 million
goal and outlined the plans for Phase II. The guests of honor were
many of the donors responsible for Phase I of the Center’s campus
renovation. 

“I was amazed
at the projects that have
been completed so far—
and the projects still to
come are spectacular,”
said longtime SLDC
supporter Anita Boorman.
“Every donation, even
the small amount that
I’ve contributed, has
been maximized. Our
children are truly blessed
to have this school.” 

Guests, l ike
Boorman, first walked to
the Jolin Primary Cluster
where the school’s first
Boundless Playground serves as centerpiece. They were greeted by
Executive Director Aleen Agranowitz and Board Member Jim Amato.
Amato had served as Board President when the capital campaign first
launched. A champagne toast to celebrate the accomplishment
followed.

Next, everyone donned hard hats to tour the Phase II
construction area. Guests walked through doors to signify the
transition to new SLDC dreams such as a communications center,
sports complex and transition terrace. 

“I’ve been a board member for four years and I still learned a
lot about SLDC by taking the tour,” said Veronica Orrick. “We tend to
think only of the primary cluster and our elementary school children
because that’s where the focus has been. It’s great to see the plans
for our high school and transition students.” 

Many others mirrored Orrick’s comments.
“The evening was very special to many of us who heard for

the first time from staff just how important each one of the new
initiatives would be to the students,” said Capital Campaign Member
Bill Ford. “Seeing their passion and commitment told the story best.”

SLDC CEO Aleen Agranowitz and COO/Program
Director Dawn O’Connor address staff, board members
and donors in the Jolin Courtyard to celebrate the
conclusion of Phase I of the Capital Campaign. 



Address Correction

8699 Holder, Buena Park, CA 90620
(714) 821-3620
www.sldc.net

CHANGE SERVICES 
REQUESTED

Co-Founders
Aleen Agranowitz, Ed.D., CCC-SP
Gladys Gleason, M.A., M.F.C.C.

Founded in 1955, the Speech and 

Language Development Center

(SLDC) is a non-profit corporation

comprised of: a non-public school

and therapy center serving the

special needs of 340 children and

young adults with language,

learning, and behavior disabilities;

and a school and residential

program for 24 emotionally disturbed

boys.  SLDC is certified by the

California State Department of

Education and licensed by the

Department of Social Services.

Moving?
Please notify us of your

new address so that we may
stay in touch.
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If you’re receiving more than one copy 

of StairSteps, or if your address 
needs revising, please let us know! 
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An Afternoon Tea
May10 2008
For more information 
call Nancy Egbert at SLDC
714-821-3620 x264.

An Afternoon Tea

 


